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Laying Good Foundations 
Michael E. Brooks 

“Therefore, leaving the discussion of the elementary 
principles of Christ, let us go on to perfection, not laying 
again the foundation . . .” (Hebrews 6:1NKJV). 
I have had the honor several times of laying the “corner-
stone” for new church buildings in Nepal and 
Bangladesh. This ceremonial occasion represents the 
beginning of the building process. 
I have never yet been asked to go back and relay those 
stones. Once in place the remainder of the building was 
constructed and the foundation served it well. 
Conversely, there have been some occasions when I and 
others went to new areas to preach the Gospel, with 
resulting conversions and the planting of new 
congregations. Not often, but occasionally, the converts 
turned away from the Gospel and the congregation 
ceased to exist. 
On other occasions key members moved from the area, 
with the same unfortunate result. 
In those cases it is necessary for evangelists to return to 
the same place and lay once again the foundations of 
faith, repentance and baptism, that others might be saved 
from sin and the church begun again. 
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Our Service Times 
Sunday: 

Bible Study 9:30 a.m.  
AM Worship 10:30 a.m. 
PM Worship 5:00 p.m. 

Wednesday: 
Bible Study 7:00 p.m. 
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January 20 

Bible Class   57 
AM Worship  75 
PM Worship      51 
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Galway, Ireland 
Ray & Sally Leonard in Cape 

Town, South Africa 
Hasbrouck Mission-Sapporo, 

Japan 
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on their knowledge and skill? 
The Hebrew Christians were chastised because they were still students when they 
should have been teaching and mentoring others (Hebrews 5:12). Tragically the same 
applies to many today. If our foundation has been laid, let us build upon it, going on 
unto perfection. 

From: http://forthright.net/2013/01/26/laying-good-foundations/ 
 

I Just Spent $43.87... 
I just spent $43.87 at the dollar store. How could I spend so much money at a place 
where things cost only one dollar? I went in to buy paper cups and craft sticks for a 
church project plus Spanish moss and pretty gift bags, if they had any. 
Turns out the store had all of these things—and much more. Like this cool nail file 
that has green sparkly flowers on one side. Paper towels, sunglasses, a magazine 
that’s only slightly out-of-date. Chewing gum. I even found a darling yellow hat for 
my granddaughter. And this purple pill organizer that lets me put all my supplements 
for the week in one place. 
Wait. I’m beginning to see how I could spend $43.87 at the dollar store. I did it one 
dollar at a time. 
Little things tend to add up. A cookie here, some ice cream there—a pair of jeans that 
won’t zip. A week too busy for devotional reading, a day so crowded that there’s no 
time for exercise, an evening when one TV show turns into hours spent staring at the 
tube—then I wonder why I’m feeling sluggish, physically and spiritually. 
But it works in a positive way too. One little act of kindness, one smile at a hassled 
clerk, one card sent to brighten someone’s day—and the world doesn’t seem as 
hostile, as hopeless. So here’s to little things. Well managed, they can have big 
results.—Mary Lou Carney, via KneEmail, Mike Benson, editor 
“For it was little which thou hadst before I came, and it is now increased unto a 
multitude; and the Lord hath blessed thee . . .” Genesis 30:30  

From: House to House, v. 18, n. 1 
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In almost every instance, the second effort is a more difficult task. It is far better, 
and usually much more successful, to build well and quickly upon the first 
foundation. 
One principle that guides our evangelistic efforts is the “Necessity of Continuity,” 
otherwise called “Follow-up.” Those with whom I work do not go to any new area 
to preach unless there are plans in place for repeated regular visits to ground and 
mature any potential converts, and to win additional souls. 
This is in harmony with the great commission: 
“Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all 
things that I have commanded you” (Matthew 28:19-20). 
Note that the task of teaching all the commands of Jesus is given equal emphasis to 
baptism. One is as essential to the task as the other. 
This is illustrated in Acts 2 where we read that those converted to Christ on 
Pentecost “Continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine” (Acts 2:42). That is, 
they were taught the commands of Jesus, just as he instructed. 
A key to properly understanding the great commission is to recognize the goal 
stated by Jesus–to “make disciples.” 
He has no interest in counting baptisms or confessions of faith. Our goal is not to 
accomplish some numerical achievement. Rather it is to teach and interact with lost 
humans in such a way as to bring them into the fellowship and likeness of the Son 
of God. 
A disciple is a follower and helper. One partial synonym is “apprentice.” 
Evangelism seeks to recruit and train new workers for the kingdom of God. 
Enrolling them is only the first step. They are of little value in their vocation until 
they develop necessary knowledge and skill. 
An apprentice program assigns a trainee to work under the supervision of a skilled 
tradesman, learning his craft through imitation and experience. Is that not what the 
apostles (disciples) of Jesus did, following and assisting him for more than three 
years, then inheriting the work as their own upon his ascension to Heaven? 
We easily recognize the need for new trainees (converts). Are we as quick to admit 
the need of master tradesmen–experienced and skilled mentors who will pass 

Prayer Requests and Notes 
Please continue to remember: Al & Pat Mitchell, Doris Archer, Bethann Archer, 
Dorothy Thornton, Sylvester Farmer, Aldrene DuVaul, & the Gross family. 
Prayer Requests: Al Mitchell has begun his proton therapy.  Please keep Aldrene 
Duvaul, Erika Hopkins’ mother, in your prayers. She is recovering from surgery.    
Jim Merrill, gospel preacher, needs a heart transplant.  Christian, Tim Adams’ sister, 
has cancer. She will be having surgery.  Amelia Ramirez has been diagnosed with the 
flu and needs our prayers. Gay Mathis fell and fractured her shoulder and back.  
Jason Dunn, a student of Michelle Hicks, who is six, has had his leukemia return. He 
is going thru chemo-therapy and will have a bone marrow transplant.  Quentellis, 
friend of Julius James, was shot but was only grazed. James Milton, friend of Renea 
McCoy, was shot and killed.  Please keep the Milton family in your prayers. Jackie 
Davis, Kim Pugh’s mother, is in the hospital.  Please keep her in your prayers. 
Deployed: Caroline Stacey. 
Traveling: Ericka Hopkins, Ronald Jones. 
Help Needed: Cleaning and Mowing lists have been updated.  Volunteers are needed. 
Change In Services:  The last Wednesday of every month will be a prayer service. 
Upcoming Events     

• Today: Pot Luck after AM service. 
• February 2: Kim Pugh Baby Shower at Cold Harbor Church of Christ at 2pm.  

Invitation is posted.  
• February 3: Pew Packers at 4:45pm. 
• February 3: Super Bowl gathering at the Trotters’ home following evening 
services. 

• February 9: Planning Session beginning at 8:30am.  Committee’s need to meet 
before the planning session. 

Daily Bible Reading 
   Jan.27 - Exodus 24-26           Jan. 31 - Exodus 34-35 
  Jan.28 - Exodus 27-28   Feb.   1 - Exodus 36-38 
  Jan.29 - Exodus 29-30     Feb.   2 - Exodus 39-40 
  Jan.30 - Exodus 31-33   Feb.   3 - Leviticus 1-4 
 

“Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15). p. 2 p. 3 


