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The Paradox of the Church 
Hardeman Nichols 

When a congregation is established according to the divine 
pattern of the New Testament, it is composed of elements 
of perfection and imperfection. 
Since it is a divine institution, it deserves respect and 
appreciation. Everything that such a church is and does, as 
authorized of God, is divine. 
God’s part is perfect. He has designed a perfect plan of 
salvation and a perfect system of worship (2 Timothy 3:16-
17). The Bible is its only guide, is “the perfect law of 
liberty” (James 1:25). The church has a perfect Savior who 
holds before us his perfect life for our goal, saying, “Follow 
me” (Matthew 16:24 NET). 
But here is the paradox. 
Man is not perfect, nor does he perfectly follow the Lord. 
The human element in the church is as imperfect as its 
members. The church would have been an imperfect 
institution if it had been designed only for perfect people. It 
would have no members at all, “For there is not one truly 
righteous person on the earth who continually does good 
and never sins” (Ecclesiastes 7:20). 
Its perfection is retained by the way it deals with our 
imperfections. 
It does not overlook sin, but believes the grace of 
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God should be honored as Lord (Genesis 1:1; Deuteronomy 6:4-5,13; et al). If Jesus and 
the Holy Spirit defer to the eternal Father, sinful man certainly should (John 14:10; 
16:13). 
Man is nothing like God because the Lord is omnipresent and never needs to resign 
(Isaiah 57:15; Psalm 139:7-12). God was here before time and will exist after it is over. 
Ratzinger’s successor will be the 266th Pope, but there will still be one Lord (Ephesians 
4:5) and one head of the Church (Ephesians 1:22-23). We can have faith in our Lord who 
is never subject to political decisions (Hebrews 11:6). 
The Pope is of sinful flesh and therefore unqualified to be our intercessor (Romans 3:23). 
The sinless Savior is the only one who can serve as our High Priest because he is at the 
right hand of God (Romans 8:34; Hebrews 9:11). 
God is all that we need. He sent us Jesus as our Savior to start his Church (John 3:16; 
14:6; Matthew 16:18; Acts 2:37-47) and the Holy Spirit as the Comforter (John 14:23-
27). From them, we have the Bible, the inspired Word of God (2 Timothy 3:16-17; John 
12:48). 
Why would we be so presumptuous to think that we need anything else? 

From: http://forthright.net/2013/02/12/the-holy-father-and-resignation/ 
 

What Is Jesus Doing Now 
Mark Posey 

The Present Ministry of Christ: 
-As our Shepherd, He is guiding (Hebrews 13:20). 
-As our High Priest, He is aiding (Hebrews 2:17; 4:14). 
-As our Advocate, He is interceding (1 John 2:1). 
-As our Lord, He is ruling (Acts 2:36). 
“Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by 
him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them.“ Hebrews 7:25 

From: House to House, v. 18, n. 1 
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God is perfect in dealing with it. And it must distinguish between the penitent and 
rebellious, between the humble weak and willful reprobate. 
God now “commands all people everywhere to repent” (Acts 17:30). The church 
believes that Christ promises pardon for all imperfect beings who, in godly sorrow for 
their sins, penitently seek mercy and forgiveness. His invitation is to imperfect men. 
When one repents and is baptized, Jesus forgives his sins and adds him to his church 
(Acts 2:38,47). 
The church offers strength to help us in our weaknesses, courage when we are faint-
hearted, comfort when we are sad, and “an indescribable and glorious joy” (l Peter 
1:8) along the way. Its call is to all men to come and be saved. Its God-ordained 
teachings and services restore lost humanity back to God. 
Thanks be to God for his perfect church and its wondrous benefits to imperfect men! 

From: http://forthright.net/2013/02/13/paradox-church/ 
 

“The Holy Father” and Resignation 
Richard Mansel 

In 2005, Karol Wojtyla, Pope John Paul II, died and Joseph Ratzinger took his place, 
calling himself Pope Benedict XVI. 
Eight years later, Ratzinger resigned as the leader of the Catholic Church because of 
declining health. He is the first to resign the position since the year 1415. 
The world is fascinated by this changing of the guard and candidates are jockeying to 
win the seat. The political power and wealth available to the Pope rivals anyone on 
earth. 
God’s people must never allow the ways and doctrines of men to distract us from 
God’s Divine Word. 
The office of Pope is never found in Scripture. When a religious practice, no matter 
how popular, disagrees with Scripture, we are bound to “obey God rather than men” 
(Acts 5:29, NKJV). 
One of the many names for the Pope is “Holy Father.” To assign that name to any 
human being is to greatly misunderstand God’s inspired Word. 
“Do not call anyone on earth your father; for One is your Father, He who is in 
heaven” (Matthew 23:9). 

Prayer Requests and Notes 
Please continue to remember: Al & Pat Mitchell, Doris Archer, Bethann Archer, 
Mike Baron, Jason Dunn, Gay Mathis,  Dorothy Thornton, Sylvester Farmer, Aldrene 
DuVaul, & the Gross family. 
Prayer Requests: Please keep Aldrene Duvaul, Erika Hopkins’ mother, in your 
prayers. Jim Merrill, gospel preacher, needs a heart transplant.  Scott Hamilton, 
father of Tony Hamilton, has prostate cancer at an advanced stage.  Jackie Davis, 
Kim Pugh’s mother, is having problems with her foot.  Please keep Shaniqua Wyche, 
John James’ cousin, in your prayers, for the loss of her husband.  Tony Casella, Hazel 
Ehnes’ son-in-law, is doing better. He is home from the hospital.  Please keep Jessie 
Taylor’s grandmother in your prayers as her health is failing due to cancer. Al 
Mitchell has reinjured his knee.  Please keep Tim Adams in your prayers.  His uncle 
has passed away.  Please continue to keep the Fletcher family in your prayers.  Please 
keep the Hopkins’ family in your prayers as Ericka’s grandmother is still adjusting to 
the move. 
Deployed: Caroline Stacey. 
Traveling: Drivers, Hazel Ehnes, Lora Adams, Trea’ James, McCoy’s and James‘. 
Help Needed: Cleaning and Mowing lists have been updated.  Volunteers are needed. 
 
Upcoming Events     

• Today: Pew Packers at 4:45pm. 
• February 23: Newport News Church of Christ: Sweet Heart Dinner & 

Fellowship.  6pm-8:30pm.  Information will be post on the board. 
• February 24: Learning PM Song Service. 
• February 27: Last Wednesday Prayer Service. 

 

Daily Bible Reading 
   Feb. 17 – Num.   7            Feb. 21 – Num. 16-18 
  Feb. 18 – Num.   8-10   Feb. 22 – Num. 19-21 
  Feb. 19 – Num. 11-13     Feb. 23 – Num. 22-24 
  Feb. 20 – Num. 14-15   Feb. 24 – Num. 25-26 
 

“Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15). p. 2 p. 3 


