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A Bible Believing People 
Wayne Jackson 

One of the significant features of the church of Jesus 
Christ is its attitude toward the Holy Scriptures in terms of the 
nature of the Bible and the authority inherent in this sacred 
Book. Informed Christians operate under the conviction that 
the Scriptures are from God and through them the divine 
Mind has been revealed. 

If God exists—and the evidence for such a belief is very 
compelling—and if human beings are rational creatures made 
in the divine image (cf. Genesis 1:26), then it logically stands 
to reason that the Creator has communicated his will to his 
offspring. 

The truth is, God has spoken (Hebrews 1:1). He has 
spoken abstractly through the marvelous creation which 
testifies of his wisdom and power (Psalm 19:1ff); more than 
that, however, deity has communicated concretely to mankind 
by means of words (Matthew 4:4; 1 Corinthians 2:10-13). 
And those words are found in this book called the Bible. 

When we consider our belief regarding the Bible, there 
are two areas that should especially engage our attention. 
First, is the Bible really from God? If it is not, there is little 
need for further discussion. Second, if the Bible is from God, 
is it authoritative? If so, to what extent? To each of these 
matters we will give brief attention. 
The Scriptures—Inspired of God 

The Bible engages our attention by its repetitive 
claim of being the Word of God. More than 3,800 
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ignored, criticized, destroyed, and outlawed, but it continues to survive and thrive (see The 
Holy Scriptures—Indestructible). 

Surely the Bible’s durability in the face of such hostilities at least shows that it is worthy 
of careful investigation. 

Volumes have been composed containing manifold and convincing evidence which 
undergirds the scriptural claims of inspiration (see Additional Resources below). We are a 
Bible-believing people because of the powerful evidence that argues for the heavenly source 
of the Holy Scriptures. 

To Be Continued… 
The Amazing Focus of God 

Richard Mansel 
Countless great ideas have come from the minds of man, only to have them derailed due to 
circumstances beyond their control or because of the frailties of others. 
Mankind has freewill and can therefore make a mess out of anything he touches. Beginning 
with the Garden of Eden, man has constantly disobeyed God because he places his fleshly 
desires over his soul (Romans 3:10-18,23). 
Ezekiel tells us plainly that man has freedom of choice to sin (Ezekiel 18:2-3). 
Ezekiel says that if we walk by the Lord’s will, we will be found just (Ezekiel 18:9). On the 
other hand, “the soul who sins shall die” (Ezekiel 18:20, NKJV). 
Jesus said: 
“Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest” (Matthew 
11:28). 
We choose to sin, and we choose to walk by faith (Ephesians 4:1; Romans 12:1-2). 
“Whoever commits sin also commits lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness” (1 John 3:4). 
When we examine the Old Testament, we see countless prophecies that required a lot of 
moving parts. In Genesis 12:1-3, God makes a land promise to Abram that runs like a thread 
throughout the remainder of Scripture. 
We see precise prophecies of the Church, the kingdom, etc. and all of them happened exactly 
as God said (Deuteronomy 18:22). 
God was able to make everything happen as he said despite billions of humans acting against 
him. Can we see how astounding that is? 
God is truly great and is worthy of praise and our allegiance! Nothing is too hard for him 
(Jeremiah 32:17). Can’t we see that only God is worthy of our trust? (Hebrews 11:6). 

From: http://forthright.net/2013/03/12/the-amazing-focus-of-god/ 
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times the Old Testament asserts its divine source. And the New Testament is no less 
explicit. Paul clearly affirms that the Scriptures are “inspired of God” (2 Timothy 3:16). 

But is the biblical claim of inspiration accurate? A mere claim, void of proof, is 
worthless. The fact is, proofs for the divine origin of the venerable Book are manifold and 
impressive. 

Consider the following lines of evidence: 
(1) We believe the Bible because the unity of the Scriptures argues for a divine 

source. The sixty-six books of the Bible were penned over a span of some sixteen hundred 
years by approximately forty writers from a variety of cultural backgrounds. And yet 
these documents fit together like pieces in a puzzle. 

They are harmonious in terms of theme (the desired salvation of fallen humanity 
through the redemptive work of Jesus Christ), historical flow (from Genesis to 
Revelation), doctrinal propositions (e.g., the nature of God, the identify of Christ, etc.), 
factual data, etc. They clearly evince divine orchestration. 

(2) Christians believe the Bible because of the amazing evidence of predictive 
prophecy that dominates its thrilling pages. Since no mere human being can predict the 
future (the claims of modern psychics to the contrary notwithstanding), if it is the case 
that the Bible contains genuine examples of predictive prophecy, it must have originated 
with God. 

The remarkable fact is there are hundreds of instances of phenomenal prophecies in 
the biblical narratives. Scholars have estimated that there are some one thousand 
prophecies in the Bible. Virtually all of these (except those relating to end-time matters) 
have precise fulfillment. 

Consider, for example, the more than three hundred Old Testament prophecies 
focusing upon the life and ministry of Jesus Christ (see Cyrus the Great in Biblical 
Prophecy, Principles of Bible Prophecy, Babylon: A Test Case in Prophecy—Part 1, 
and Babylon: A Test Case in Prophecy—Part 2). 

(3) We believe the Bible because the uncanny accuracy of the Scriptures 
demonstrates a supernatural guidance in their composition. As the biblical writers unfold 
the divine plan of redemption through their progressive revelation, they touch upon many 
areas of academic interest, e.g., history, geography, and science. In such passing 
connections, it is astounding that the inspired writers never “slip” in their information. 

Incidental mistakes are common even among the most skilled authors, and yet the 
biblical narratives remain aloof from such blunders. Such blemlishless accuracy argues 
for inspiration. 

(4) Those who compose the church of Christ believe in the sacred character of 
the Scriptures because they have survived the test of time. The Bible has been 

Prayer Requests and Notes 
Please continue to remember: Al & Pat Mitchell, Doris Archer, Bethann Archer, 
Mike Baron, Jason Dunn, Gay Mathis, Dorothy Thornton, Sylvester Farmer, Aldrene 
DuVaul, & the Gross family. 
Prayer Requests: Scott Hamilton, father of Tony Hamilton, has prostate cancer at an 
advanced stage. Please keep the Hopkins’ family in your prayers as Ericka’s 
grandmother is still adjusting to the move. Please keep the Pugh family in your 
prayers.  Mike Barone passed away on Friday.  Please keep his family in your 
prayers.  Al Mitchell has finished his proton therapy and is now awaiting tests to 
indicate its level of success.  Please keep Ann Moss’ grandmother, Ann, in your 
prayers as she is entering hospice care. 
Baptized:   Joseph Landey was baptized into Christ last Sunday.   
Deployed: Caroline Stacey. 
Traveling: Drivers. 
Help Needed: Cleaning and Mowing lists have been updated.  Volunteers are needed. 
 
Upcoming Events     

• Today: Pew Packers at 4:45pm. 
• Today: Q & A following PM services. 
• March 18: Men’s Meeting at the building at 7pm. 
• March 23: Flyer Drop at 9:30am.  Please meet at the building at about 9:15 to go 

out and reach our community! 
• March 27: Last Wednesday Prayer Service. 
• March 31: Sunday PM Song Service. 

 
 

Daily Bible Reading 
   Mar. 17 – Josh. 20-22    Mar. 21 – Judg.   8-9 
  Mar. 18 – Josh. 23-Judg. 1   Mar. 22 – Judg. 10-12 
  Mar. 19 – Judg.  2-4      Mar. 23 – Judg. 13-16 
  Mar. 20 – Judg.  5-7    Mar. 24 – Judg. 17-19 
 

“Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15). p. 2 p. 3 


