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The Significance of Christ’s Resurrection 
Wayne Jackson 

Each spring, millions of people around the world 
acknowledge, in some fashion or another, that Jesus Christ 
was raised from the dead some twenty centuries ago. Modern 
society calls it “Easter.” 

The origin of this term is uncertain, though it is 
commonly thought to derive from Eastre, the name of a 
Teutonic spring goddess. The term “Easter,” in the King 
James Version of the Bible (Acts 12:4), is a mistranslation. 
The Greek word is pascha, correctly rendered “Passover” in 
later translations. In fact, though pascha is found twenty-nine 
times in the Greek New Testament, it is only rendered 
“Easter” once, even in the KJV. 

Christians are not authorized to celebrate Easter as a 
special annual event acknowledging the resurrection of Christ. 
Faithful children of God reflect upon the Savior’s resurrection 
every Sunday (the resurrection day – cf. John 20:1ff) as they 
gather to worship God in the regular assembly of the church 
(cf. Acts 20:7; 1 Corinthians 16:2). 

We ought to be glad, however, that multitudes—usually 
caught up in pursuits wholly materialistic—will take at least 
some time for reflection upon the event of the Savior’s 
resurrection. It is entirely appropriate that Christians take 
advantage of this circumstance; we should be both willing and 
able to explain to our friends—at least those who have some 
reverence for Christianity—the significance of the Lord’s 
resurrection. 
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Mixed Message 
Stan Mitchell 

Here are some signs of the times that probably communicated something that wasn’t 
intended: 

• Spotted in a Safari Park: “Elephants please stay in your car.” 
• Notice in a field: “The farmer allows walkers to cross the field for free, but the bull 

charges.” 
• Message on a leaflet: “If you cannot read, this leaflet will tell you how to get 

lessons.” 
• Outside a second hand shop: “We exchange anything — bicycles, washing machines, 

etc. Why not bring your wife?” 
• Outside a disco: “Smarts is the most exclusive disco in town. Everyone welcome!” 

 
Some mixed messages are unintended and humorous. Others are involuntary and a little 
more unfortunate. 
What message do we send to our children when we speak of the love of God, for instance, 

and “smoke” our brethren with unkind words and gossip? 
What kind of message do we send visitors to worship when we act as if our time in God’s 

presence is a matter of little consequence, an event which we are frequently late for, 
and which we ignore while we chat with our friends? 

What message do we send to the Lord when we seek his help in a crisis, but forget our 
covenant responsibilities to him in the good times? All of these actions send out a 
mixed message. 

“This people honors me with their lips,” the Lord once declared, “but their heart is far from 
me” (Matthew 15:8, ESV). 
The reason for the mixed message in this case is the gap between expression and intention, 
words and actions. Bloopers on signs and notices are humorous, but in our Christian walk 
when our sentiments and lifestyles do not match, it is time for serious self-examination. 
What makes this matter so urgent is the fact that we cannot help sending out a message, of 
one kind or another. Even failing to act sends a message of sorts. 
The only solution to a mixed message is a pure heart. Those who are “pure in heart” 
(Matthew 5:8), whose motives and desires match their words, will send out a consistent 
message. And they shall “see God.” 

http://forthright.net/2013/03/22/mixed-message/ 
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The resurrection of Jesus from the dead is the foundation of the Christian system (cf. 
1 Corinthians 15:14ff). If there was no resurrection, Christianity is a hoax, and we are 
wasting our time. But the truth is, the event of Jesus’ resurrection is incontrovertible. 
Professor Thomas Arnold of Rugby, a world-renowned historian, once said that Christ’s 
resurrection from the dead is the “best-attested fact in human history” (1939, 2569). This 
being the case, just what is the significance of Jesus’ resurrection? Think about these 
matters. 

First, the resurrection is one of the major evidences that Jesus Christ is the Son of 
God. Paul affirmed that Christ is “declared to be the Son of God with power . . . by the 
resurrection from the dead” (Romans 1:4). 

Second, Jesus’ resurrection represents an assurance that we can have forgiveness 
from our sins. Paul contended: “[I]f Christ hath not been raised, our faith is vain; ye are 
yet in your sins” (1 Corinthians 15:17). The reverse of the apostle’s affirmation would be 
this: if Jesus was raised, sins will be forgiven when we obey the gospel (Acts 2:38; 
22:16). 

Third, the resurrection tells the world that the kingdom of God is ruled by a living 
sovereign. The founder of Islam is dead and his bones lie dormant in the earth. But the 
founder of Christianity—sixty years after his death—appeared to John on the island of 
Patmos and said: “I am the first and the last, and the Living one; and I was dead, and 
behold, I am alive for evermore” (Revelation 1:17-18). 

Fourth, Jesus’ resurrection proves that physical death is not the termination of 
human existence. God, who is the giver of life (1 Timothy 6:13), has the power to 
reanimate the human body. Christ’s triumph over the grave is Heaven’s pledge to us that 
we too shall be raised. This is why Jesus is referred to as the “firstfruits of them that are 
asleep” (1 Corinthians 15:20,23). 

Fifth, the Lord’s resurrection previewed the ultimate victory of Christianity over 
all its enemies. In the book of Revelation, Jesus is depicted as a lamb that had been slain, 
but was standing again (5:6). This same Lord was “the lion of the tribe of Judah” that had 
overcome his foes (5:5). Christians too will overcome as a result of the Lamb’s sacrifice 
and victory over death (cf. Revelation 12:11). 

The resurrection of the Son of God should be a constant reminder to us of these 
wonderful biblical truths. We honor our Master’s victory over death—not once a year, but 
every week! 
Sources/Footnotes 
1. Arnold, Thomas. 1939. The International Standard Encyclopedia. Vol. 4. James Orr, 

ed. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans. 
From: https://www.christiancourier.com/articles/64-the-significance-of-christs-resurrection 

 

Prayer Requests and Notes 
Please continue to remember: Al & Pat Mitchell, Bethann Archer, Gay Mathis, Dorothy 
Thornton, Sylvester Farmer, Aldrene DuVaul. 
Prayer Requests: Scott Hamilton, father of Tony Hamilton, has prostate cancer at an 
advanced stage. Please keep the Hopkins’ family in your prayers as Ericka’s grandmother is 
still adjusting to the move. Please keep the Pugh family in your prayers.  Al Mitchell has 
finished his proton therapy and is now awaiting tests to indicate its level of success.  Please 
keep Ann Moss’ grandmother, Ann, in your prayers as she is entering hospice care. Please 
keep Joseph Landey and his family in your prayer.  LaToya Harden, Ben Jones’ co-worker, 
was involved in a bad car accident. 
Deployed: Caroline Stacey. 
Traveling: Phillips.   
Help Needed: Cleaning and Mowing lists have been updated.  Volunteers are needed. 
 
Upcoming Events     

• Today: Sunday PM Song Service. 
• April 6: Central (Smithfield) Church of Christ’s lectures.  Flyer is posted. 
• April 7: Pew Packers at 4:45pm 
• April 17-21: Gospel Meeting at the Mexico Road congregation with Gene Cooper. 

Theme: Commitment. 7:30pm Wed-Sat. 9:30am, 10:30am, & 1pm Sunday. 
• April 20: Appreciation Dinner.  Sign-up sheet is on the backboard for those interested in 
attending. 
 
 

Daily Bible Reading 
   Mar. 31 – 1 Sam. 15-16    April 4 – 1 Sam. 25-27 
  April  1 – 1 Sam. 17-18   April 5 – 1 Sam. 28-31 
  April  2 – 1 Sam. 19-21     April 6 – 2 Sam.   1-3 
  April  3 – 1 Sam. 22-24   April 7 – 2 Sam.   4-7 
 

“Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15). p. 2 p. 3 


