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What Does The Church Have to Offer Me? 

Allen Webster 

Many who had left organized religion are coming back. 
Some who got busy in college and drifted away now have 
families and want their children to grow up with effective 
moral and religious training. 

Others who consciously left over a difference with a 
religious leader or a detrimental group have decided to 
give religion another chance, noting that one bad apple or 
even a barrelful1 doesn’t mean apples aren’t healthy for 
us.!Some who’ve been running the rat race chasing 
success, significance, salary, and sex are craving 
something more meaningful. A few who saw spirituality 
as a do-it-yourself project are warming up to the paint-
by-the-numbers plan God has revealed in Scripture. 

Some are in the market because they located to a new 
area or grew dissatisfied with a church because they were 
not growing spiritually in it or had observed departures 
from the Bible in it. 

You may be one who is wondering, “What does the 
church offer?” Stated simply, the church of Christ 
provides the same remarkable “benefits package” today 
that it has offered mankind since Jesus set it up 1,980 
years ago. 
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Location 
9 Silver Isles Blvd. 

Hampton, VA, 23664 
(757) 848-1120 

info@peninsulacofc.org 
www.peninsulacofc.org 

 

Minister 
Ben Phillips 

(757) 812-1888 
brppreacher@gmail.com 

 

Our Service Times 
Sunday: 

Bible Study 9:30 a.m.  
AM Worship 10:30 a.m. 
PM Worship 5:00 p.m. 

Wednesday: 
Bible Study 7:00 p.m. 
 

Records 
March 31 

Bible Class   50 
AM Worship  77 
PM Worship      37 
Contribution       $1996  

 

April 3 
Bible Class   57 
 

Missions Supported 
World Video Bible School 
Ryan & Kelly O’Rourke in 

Galway, Ireland 
Ray & Sally Leonard in Cape 

Town, South Africa 
Hasbrouck Mission-Sapporo, 

Japan 
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disobeyed their city council to continue to teach and learn (Acts 4:19–20; 5:41–42). 

Religious training is often the first reason people give for attending church services. 
The most popular response to “why do you go to church,” was “for spiritual growth 
and guidance.” Leading the “Top 13 Reasons that Unchurched People Choose a 
Church,” were “preaching” and “doctrines.” Fifty-eight percent of youth who remain 
active in religion do so because they want “the church to guide decisions in everyday 
life” and fifty percent felt the church “was helping them become a better person.”3 

Surprisingly, even many atheists are attending church these days. A study conducted 
by Rice University found that about one of five scientists who claim to be atheist or 
agnostic attend.4 Why? The most common reason was so their children could learn 
values and morals. 

One does not need to have children or be an atheist to attend. Since God’s Word is a 
lamp to our feet and a light to our path (Psalm 119:105), it gives us guidance in 
decision-making and a strong moral compass to navigate today’s complicated sea of 
change (Matthew 5:3–12, 28–32; Romans 12:2, 17; 13:1–10; Galatians 5:19–23). 
Who doesn’t need inspiration and encouragement (2 Corinthians 2:14; Philippians 
4:13), motivation to live an altruistic, respectable life (Matthew 16:24); information to 
build a strong marriage and parenting skills (Psalm 127:1–3; Ephesians 5:22–33); 
knowledge to cultivate healthy habits and avoid addictions (1 Corinthians 6:12); and 
principles for good business practices and a well-rounded, happy life? (Matthew 7:12; 
1 Peter 3:10). 

The church of Christ takes seriously its divine commission to teach. Including classes, 
sermons, Vacation Bible Schools, and sermon series, a congregation offers about 220 
hours of instruction each year. At a typical college per hour rate,5 that is about 
$14,310 of free education every year. Thus, a child receives $171,720 worth of 
education in twelve years; $257,580 by age 18. Adults receive free instruction 
amounting to $1,073,250 over a lifetime. 

Want a free education? Jesus says, “Come . . . learn of me” (Matthew 11:28–29). It’s 
in the church membership package. 

To Be Continued… 



 !
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Peace that Passes Understanding  

Those present on Pentecost lost their peace of mind upon learning that they had 
contributed to the death of an innocent man. By wicked hands they had crucified 
the very Son of God (Acts 2:22–23). 

Seeking a solution, they inquired, “What shall we do?” (2:37). 

Offering divine absolution, Peter responded, “Repent, and be baptized every one of 
you in the name of Jesus.” !Making a resolution, three thousand were baptized the 
same day (2:41), whereupon they received the remission of sins, the gift of the 
Holy Spirit (2:38), and membership in Christ’s church (2:47). 

Luke records they were glad that day (2:41). When the Ethiopian treasurer was 
baptized by a roadside, he too “went on his way rejoicing” (Acts 8:39). Acts 
mentions at least twelve other references to joy in the church. 

Paul referred to the mindset that follows forgiveness and continues through the 
Christian’s life as “peace of God which passeth all understanding” (Philippians 
4:7). 

Many people—perhaps you—long for peace of mind in quiet hours. They struggle 
with a conscience that speaks up in condemnation of previous decisions and 
actions. They long for a clean slate and the knowledge that everything is right 
between them and their Creator. 

To them Jesus says, “Come unto me . . . and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28). 
It’s in the church membership package. 

A Free Religious Education  

The early church “continued stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine” (Acts 2:42). 

Most Americans value education enough to invest considerable segments of time 
and thousands of dollars pursuing it. A strong case can be made that Bible 
instruction is the most important part of a well-rounded education. Theodore 
Roosevelt said, “A thorough knowledge of the Bible is worth more than a college 
education.”2 Paul gave up everything in exchange for knowledge of Christ 
(Philippians 3:8). The early saints risked imprisonment, endured beatings, and  

 

Prayer Requests and Notes 
Please continue to remember: Al & Pat Mitchell, Bethann Archer, Gay Mathis, 
Sylvester Farmer, Aldrene DuVaul. 
Prayer Requests: Scott Hamilton, father of Tony Hamilton, has prostate cancer at an 
advanced stage. Please keep the Hopkins’ family in your prayers as Ericka’s 
grandmother is still adjusting to the move. Please keep the Pugh family in your 
prayers.  Al Mitchell has finished his proton therapy and is now awaiting tests to 
indicate its level of success. Jackie Davis, Kim Pugh’s mother, is in the hospital after 
suffering seizures. Please keep her in your prayers.  Bruce Sneed, friend of the James 
family, passed away. Please keep his family in your prayers. 
Traveling: Drivers   
Help Needed: Cleaning and Mowing lists have been updated.  Volunteers are needed. 
 

Upcoming Events     

• Today: Pew Packers at 4:45pm 
• April 17-21: Gospel Meeting at the Mexico Road congregation with Gene 

Cooper. Theme: Commitment. 7:30pm Wed-Sat. 9:30am, 10:30am, & 1pm Sunday. 
• April 20: Appreciation Dinner.  Sign-up sheet is on the backboard for those 

interested in attending. 
• April 21: Pew Packers at 4:45pm 
• April 27: Flyer Drop at 9:30am. 
• April 28: Potluck after morning services. 
• April 28: Early PM Services at 2pm following the potluck. 
• May 5-8 Chesapeake Church of Christ Gospel Meeting.  Flyer is posted. 

 
 

Daily Bible Reading 
   April   7 – 2 Sam.   4-7    April 11 – 2 Sam. 17-19 
  April   8 – 2 Sam.   8-11   April 12 – 2 Sam. 20-22 
  April   9 – 2 Sam. 12-13     April 13 – 2 Sam. 23-24 
  April 10 – 2 Sam. 14-16   April 14 – 1 Kings  1-2 
 

“Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15). p. 2 p. 3 


