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What Does The Church Have to Offer Me? 
Allen Webster 

Continued from last week.. . 
Acceptance and Community 
We are social creatures living in an increasingly impersonal 
world. Old-fashioned face-to-face interaction is no longer 
necessary to pump gas, order pizza, deposit into a bank, or 
a million other common things. Even socializing is done via 
Facebook, Twitter, Pinterest, and chatrooms. 
Is it any wonder that loneliness prevails? Thirty percent of 
Americans say that they have had long periods of painful 
loneliness; seventy percent don’t even know their 
neighbors. 
Not surprising, the main thing many look for in a church is 
fellowship. They are looking in the right place. The early 
church continued steadfastly in fellowship (Acts 2:42). 
They were together with one accord (1:14; 2:1, 46); had all 
things common (2:44); and had good rapport with others 
(2:47). They were together in the temple and from house to 
house (2:46). They ate together (2:46); they prayed together 
(2:42). 
The church offers the opportunity to connect with a 
community that shares a lifestyle and values the goals of 
pleasing God, enjoying life, helping others, and going to 
heaven. 
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Our Service Times 
Sunday: 

Bible Study 9:30 a.m.  
AM Worship 10:30 a.m. 
PM Worship 5:00 p.m. 

Wednesday: 
Bible Study 7:00 p.m. 
 

Records 
April 7 

Bible Class   63 
AM Worship  85 
PM Worship      47 
Contribution       $2005  

 

April 10 
Bible Class   57 
 

Missions Supported 
World Video Bible School 
Ryan & Kelly O’Rourke in 

Galway, Ireland 
Ray & Sally Leonard in Cape 

Town, South Africa 
Hasbrouck Mission-Sapporo, 

Japan 
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Cookies--Revealer of Hearts 
Recently I became the cookie ghoul, but not by choice. I was simply supporting my son 
in an event, when suddenly an authoritative voice appointed me guardian and custodian 
of some sweet treats with a clear mandate: One cookie per person. 
It was not long before kids began rushing over to the refreshment area. Like a neurotic 
parrot, my repeating message began. “One cookie per person.” 
Immediately, a boy who was probably in middle school snatched two cookies and was 
headed toward his third, before I could say, “Stop! One cookie per person.” He still 
began to reach toward the third cookie. “Stop! You cannot have another one.” He finally 
moved on. 
As I supervised this cookie table, hearts were laid bare before me. Open defiance would 
quickly claim two cookies. Conniving disobedience feigning compliance would either 
pick up a double-decker cookie wrapped in a napkin or try to get into line more than 
once. 
I can only imagine their rationalizations. 
1.“Its only a cookie. What’s the big deal?” 
2.“I’m hungry.” 
3.“Who does he think he is?” 
4.“Where did this cookie Nazi come from?” 
5.“In the past I could get as many cookies as I wanted!” 
6.“Nobody tells me what to do.” 
The beautiful, submissive, and disciplined hearts were easy to spot as they passed 
through the line. Although every fiber in their body tore at them to claim multiple 
cookies, nevertheless they obeyed. Even in this small silly matter, they respected 
authority. 
How could I not reflect upon Luke 16:10? “Whoever is faithful in very little is also 
faithful in much, and whoever is dishonest in very little is also dishonest in much.” 
Admittedly, Jesus was addressing wealth on that occasion. Nevertheless, the principle 
remains valid. Small matters do provide insight into our hearts revealing those principles 
that will be driving larger matters. 
Previously, I had never thought about cookies revealing our hearts.  But then, I guess all 
of life continually provides small windows into what lies within. 

From:  http://forthright.net/2013/04/10/cookies-revealer-of-hearts/ 
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Longing for friends and participation in something bigger than yourself? It’s in the 
church membership package. 
Access to the Eternal God 
They continued in “breaking of bread” and prayers (Acts 2:42). 
Imagine an open invitation to come before the president or access to call the governor 
for a favor at any time. Jesus offers something better in His church: unlimited access 
to God. 
God has a standing appointment with His family on Sundays. His worship is “in the 
midst of the church” (Hebrews 2:12), when the saints assemble together (Hebrews 
10:25), in “spirit and in truth” (John 4:24), decently and in order (1 Corinthians 14:40). 
He ordains each member a priest authorized to offer spiritual sacrifices (1 Peter 2:5, 
9), including their prayers, songs, contribution, love, and praise. 
Acceptance in worship and a blank check in prayer? It’s in the church membership 
package. 
Jesus is still accepting new members. Come for a trial, no obligation visit this Sunday. 
Endnotes: !1 This article is no defense of religion in general or Christendom at large. 
Man-made organized religion is a confused, confusing, and damaging entity. This is an 
endorsement of simple New Testament Christianity—Christ’s original church—of 
which I am a member and constantly advocate as God’s solution to a mixed up 
religious world and searching souls (Matthew 11:28–20; Ephesians 4:1–6). 
!2 http://americanhistory.about.com/cs/troosevelt/a/quotetroosevelt.htm. ! 
3 Research conducted by Gallup, Thom Ranier, and Lifeway. 
!4 http://abcnews.go.com/blogs/headlines/2011/12/atheists-who-go-to-church-doing-it-
for-the-children/. The data is part of the Religion among Academic Scientists study, a 
2,198-person survey of faculty at 21 American research universities. The survey was 
released in December 2011. ! 
5 Our local state university charges $265 per hour of credit. These numbers figure 18 
hours for three semesters a year since churches teach year round.  

House to House, v. 18, n. 2 

 
 

 

Prayer Requests and Notes 
Please continue to remember: Al & Pat Mitchell, Bethann Archer, Gay Mathis, 
Sylvester Farmer, Aldrene DuVaul. 
Prayer Requests: Scott Hamilton, father of Tony Hamilton, has prostate cancer at an 
advanced stage. Please keep the Hopkins’ family in your prayers as Ericka’s 
grandmother is still adjusting to the move. Please keep the Pugh family in your 
prayers.  Al Mitchell has finished his proton therapy and is now awaiting tests to 
indicate its level of success. Jackie Davis, Kim Pugh’s mother, is in the hospital after 
suffering seizures. Please keep her in your prayers.  Mark Casella, Hazel Ehnes’s 
grandson, is suffering with kidney stones.  Tim Adam’s father, Douglas Adams, is 
recovering from surgery.  Dean Williamson is having complications with breathing 
and his heart. 
Traveling: Drivers, Lora Adams 
Help Needed: Cleaning and Mowing lists have been updated.  Volunteers are needed. 
 

Upcoming Events     

• April 17-21: Gospel Meeting at the Mexico Road congregation with Gene 
Cooper. Theme: Commitment. 7:30pm Wed-Sat. 9:30am, 10:30am, & 1pm Sunday. 

• April 20: Appreciation Dinner.  Sign-up sheet is on the backboard for those 
interested in attending. 

• April 21: Pew Packers at 4:45pm 
• April 27: Flyer Drop at 9:30am. 
• April 28: Potluck after morning services. 
• April 28: Early PM Services at 2pm following the potluck. 
• May 5-8 Chesapeake Church of Christ Gospel Meeting.  Flyer is posted. 

 

Daily Bible Reading 
   April 14 – 1 Kings 1-2    April 18 – 1 Kings 10-11 
  April 15 – 1 Kings 3-5   April 19 – 1 Kings 12-14 
  April 16 – 1 Kings 6-7     April 20 – 1 Kings 15-17 
  April 17 – 1 Kings 8-9   April 21 – 1 Kings 18-19 
 

“Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15). p. 2 p. 3 


