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The Beautiful Church of Christ 
Sam Willcut 

In studying and referring to Ephesians 5:22-33, I have more 
often than not used this text for the purpose of teaching 
about marriage and the proper relationships within the 
home. Nevertheless, Paul makes it quite clear: “This is a 
great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the 
church” (Eph. 5:32). The roles that husbands and wives 
play only serve to illustrate the true lessons therein, but I 
have emphasized many times the illustration above the real 
lessons, even if they are practical and scriptural. Thus, I 
want to address the principle lesson that Paul addresses—
the beautiful church of Christ. 
In the first place, the church of Christ is to submit to Jesus 
as our head. After admonishing the brethren in Ephesus to 
submit “one to another in the fear of God” (5:21), he then 
emphasizes that the church of Christ is to submit to Jesus as 
our head, just as wives are to submit to their husbands and 
recognize them as heads of the household. He had earlier 
pointed out to the Christians in Ephesus the relationship 
that Christ has with His church (1:22-23), and he once 
again points out in this epistle that unravels the mystery of 
the gospel concerning the church (cf. 3:1-12) what Christ 
desires from His bride, the church—submission. Thus, 
Christians ought always to view the will of God with a 
heart that is ready to obey (cf. Matt. 7:21; Heb. 5:8-9). We 
ought to be as submissive as Isaiah was before the 
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Holy Ground 
Dan Jenkins 

“We are standing on holy ground...” 
Sometimes we begin our worship singing these words, “We are standing on holy ground . 
. .” Have you ever thought of the seriousness of what our hearts proclaim as we come 
together? To sing these words and then forget the melody they made in our hearts is to 
rob us of the greatest joy on earth—standing in the presence of God on His holy ground. 
Two people in the Bible were told by God that they were standing on holy ground. The 
first story we know so well. Moses saw the burning bush and went to it, only to hear the 
message from heaven, “Take your sandals off your feet, for the place where you stand is 
holy ground” (Ex. 3:5). Forty years later, Joshua stood just outside of Jericho and was in 
the presence of the heavenly messenger. “And Joshua fell on his face to the earth and 
worshiped, and said to Him, ‘What does my Lord say to His servant?’ . . . ‘Take your 
sandal off your foot, for the place where you stand is holy’” (Josh. 5:14-15). Just imagine 
how these men felt. Sense their awe. Sense the reverence of the moment. Do not miss His 
message to us in these verses. 
We too stand on holy ground. Do we not sometimes acknowledge this when we sing, 
“The Lord is in His holy temple, let all the earth keep silence before Him”? Perhaps we 
think of Him being in heaven at the moment (for He indeed is), but there is another holy 
temple where He dwells. Peter described it this way, “You also, as living stones, are 
being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to God” (1 Pet. 2:5). The next time we assemble for worship, sense that He is 
here and we as His spiritual house have assembled to offer sacrifices to Him. Paul says it 
even more specifically, “For the temple of God is holy, which temple you are” (1 Cor. 
3:17). 
As we come together this Sunday, we should realize just how holy that occasion is. We 
offer the sacrifices of praise to Him with our lips in our prayers and singing (Heb. 13:15). 
We come to His table to remember the holiness of His body and blood given for us. To 
fail to remember Him at such a moment is to eat and drink damnation to our souls (1 Cor. 
11:29, KJV). As His word is read and taught to us, the words of Joshua should reflect our 
hearts, “What does my Lord say to His servant?” 
Standing on holy ground. That is precisely what we do each week. We have come before 
the Holy one and we seek His holiness because it is written, “Be holy, for I am holy” (1 
Pet. 1:16). How sacred is that time. How reverent we should be. How focused we must 
be! We are in His presence. Let us remove our “shoes of irreverence” and worship Him! 

From: http://churchofchristarticles.com/blog/administrator/holy-ground/ 
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throne of God: “Here am I; send me” (Isa. 6:8). The head of the church has not given 
us the liberty to pick and choose which commands we may obey and which commands 
we may neglect—we are to be submissive! 
Why are we to be submissive? Paul offers no less than two reasons—because Jesus is 
our Savior (5:23) and because He sanctified us (5:26-27). Everyone in their right 
minds would have no problem giving themselves over through submission when they 
realize what Jesus has done for them. Paul states a very important fact—Jesus is the 
Savior of the body, which we know already is the church (1:22-23). Thus, in his 
revelation of this mystery, Paul informs all readers of how important it is to be in the 
beautiful church of Christ—it is the only place wherein one may obtain salvation. 
Then, he goes on to describe this wonderful blessing—he “loved the church, and gave 
himself for it that he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the 
word” (5:25-26). He did this so “that he might present it to himself a glorious church, 
not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without 
blemish” (5:27). Therefore, through the process of salvation and sanctification, Jesus 
has washed our sins through His blood (cf. 1:7), which takes place during the act of 
baptism in water (Acts 22:16). Coming up from the watery grave, we, as members of 
this “glorious church,” are now in a position where we are “prepared as a bride 
adorned for her husband” (cf. Rev. 21:2), in that Paul reveals us has “not having spot, 
or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that [we] should be holy and without blemish” 
(5:27). 
As we further contemplate what it means to be a part of this beautiful church that 
Christ came to establish for both Jews and Gentiles (cf. 2:11-22), we see the 
sustenance that Jesus offers to the church—“For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; 
but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church” (5:29), then reminding 
that we are a part of His body (5:30). We cannot underscore enough the blessings 
associated with being a part of the beautiful church of Christ! As the apostle Paul 
begins this epistle, it is a privilege beyond that we deserve to have access to “all 
spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ” (1:3), and a part of these blessings 
includes the fact that our Lord and Savior not only saves us, but He continues to 
sustain us with His great love. What a joy and blessing it is to be a part of the beautiful 
and glorious church of Christ! 

From: http://churchofchristarticles.com/blog/administrator/the-beautiful-church-of-
christ/ 

 
 

Prayer Requests and Notes 
Please continue to remember: Al & Pat Mitchell, Bethann Archer, Gay Mathis, Sylvester 
Farmer, Aldrene DuVaul, Scott Hamilton, Hopkins family. 
Prayer Requests: Please keep the Pugh family in your prayers.  Al Mitchell has finished 
his proton therapy and is now awaiting tests to indicate its level of success. Jackie Davis, 
Kim Pugh’s mother, is in the hospital after suffering seizures but is improving. Please 
keep her in your prayers.  Mark Casella, Hazel Ehnes’s grandson, is recovering from 
kidney stones.  Tim Adam’s father, Douglas Adams, is recovering from surgery.  Dean 
Williamson is having heart complications and difficulty breathing.  Please keep Deek 
and Helen, friends of Ken Hunter, in your prayers as Helen has cancer in an advance 
stage. Irene Hunter, Carmen Barnes mother, had a stroke.  Thomas Holmes, Brenda 
Holmes’s husband and co-worker of Carmen Barnes, was in a bad accident and is 
paralyzes from the neck down. Jessie Taylor is sick.  Please keep him in your prayers. 
Jennifer and her baby, daughter and grandchild of the Harveys, as Jennifer is on bed 
rest following some complications early in her pregnancy. Bethann Archer especially 
needs our prayers and encouragemnet as she goes through a difficult time. 
Help Needed: Cleaning and Mowing lists have been updated.  Volunteers are needed. 
 
Upcoming Events     

• Today: Pew Packers at 4:45pm 
• Today: Q & A following PM services. 
• April 27: Flyer Drop at 9:30am. 
• April 27: Ladies’ Bible Class at 7pm at the building.  Chapter 4 will be covered. Feel 

free to bring a snack to share. 
• April 28: Potluck after morning services. 
• April 28: Early PM Services at 2pm following the potluck. 
• May 5-8 Chesapeake Church of Christ Gospel Meeting.  Flyer is posted. 

Daily Bible Reading 
   April 21 – 1 Kings 18-19    April 25 – 2 Kings   6-7 
  April 22 – 1 Kings 20-22   April 26 – 2 Kings   8-9 
  April 23 – 2 Kings   1-2     April 27 – 2 Kings 10-12 
  April 24 – 2 Kings   3-5   April 28 – 2 Kings 13-15 
 

“Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15). p. 2 p. 3 


