
• Today’s sermon focuses on Noah and his faith in particular. 
• Hebrews 11:7 (NKJV) — 7 By faith Noah, being divinely warned of  things not yet seen, moved with godly fear, 

prepared an ark for the saving of  his household, by which he condemned the world and became heir of  the 
righteousness which is according to faith. 

• Hebrews 11 illustrates the fundamental truth that trust is at the heart of  faith.



Persevering Faith



Unusual
•Mankind: Genesis 6:5 (NKJV) — 5 Then the 
Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great 
in the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts 
of his heart was only evil continually.	


•Noah: Genesis 6:9 (NKJV) — 9 This is the 
genealogy of Noah. Noah was a just man, perfect 
in his generations. Noah walked with God.

1. Noah’s faith that was reflected in his life stands in stark contrast to the world in which he lived. 
2. His faith was unusual, certainly requiring perseverance to not succumb to the ways of  the world around him. 
3. Can you imagine being in his situation?



Unseen
•There is no Biblical record of rains and flooding 
prior to the flood (Gen. 2:6).	


•Hebrews 11:7, “By faith Noah, being divinely 
warned of things not yet seen…”	


•Genesis 6:17 (NKJV) — 17 And behold, I Myself 
am bringing floodwaters on the earth, to destroy 
from under heaven all flesh in which is the breath 
of life; everything that is on the earth shall die.

1. This is all we read: Genesis 2:6 (NKJV) — 6 but a mist went up from the earth and watered the whole face of  
the ground. 

2. Even if  it had rained, nothing like a global flood had occurred.



Unseen
•Hebrews 11:1–3 (NKJV) — 1 Now faith is the 
substance of things hoped for, the evidence of 
things not seen. 2 For by it the elders obtained 
a good testimony. 3 By faith we understand 
that the worlds were framed by the word of 
God, so that the things which are seen were 
not made of things which are visible.

1. There is not such a thing as “blind faith” as people say in the sense that we trust God blindly. 
2. Faith is based in the Word of  God (Romans 10:17) which means that Noah had to have a relationship whereby 

he conversed with God. 
3. Faith that is undergirded by the Word of  God and the very creation itself  (Psalm 19) is its own evidence for all 

that we cannot see, even the creation. 
4. For Noah, his faith in God was evidence that the unseen, the flood, would come! 
5. Noah’s faith was unusual and unseen.



Preserving Faith



Fears
•Preserving faith is motivated by a proper fear 
of God.	


•Hebrews 11:7 (NKJV) — 7 By faith Noah, 
being divinely warned of things not yet seen, 
moved with godly fear…	


•Faith is not possible without a proper fear of 
God.

1. We discussed this last week as well when we talked about God being consuming. 
2. Again place yourself  in Noah’s shoes—If  you truly believed God and God revealed He was going to destroy all 

flesh on the earth, would you react with godly fear, seeing the unseen?



Follows
•God provided specific instructions for the ark 
(Genesis 6:14-16):	

•Gopher wood, covered in pitch.	

•Rooms inside over three decks.	

•300 cubits long, 50 wide, and 30 high.	

•A window “a cubit from above” and a door 
on the side.

1. A cubit was generally 18 in. so 450 ft. long, 75 ft. wide, and 45 feet high. 
2. God was the architect and Noah was the builder.



Follows
•Genesis 6:22, “Thus Noah did; according to 
all that God commanded him, so he did.”	


•Hebrews 11:7, “By faith Noah…prepared an 
ark for the saving of his household…” 	


•God spoke to Noah and Noah obeyed—
obedient faith is that simple.

1. But what happened to all those around Noah? 2 Peter 2:5 (NKJV) — 5 and did not spare the ancient world, 
but saved Noah, one of  eight people, a preacher of  righteousness, bringing in the flood on the world of  the 
ungodly; 

2. His faith led him to full obedience to God. 
3. Faith is not faith that is not obedient.



Proclaiming Faith



Preach
•2 Peter 2:5 (NKJV) — 5 and did not spare 
the ancient world, but saved Noah, one of 
eight people, a preacher [herald, ESV] of 
righteousness, bringing in the flood on the 
world of the ungodly;	


•Noah, by his life and his word, proclaimed 
righteousness.

1. Faith in God is never an isolated faith. 
2. Can you find a Bible character who is upheld for his faith (and about which we have a decent amount of  

information) that did not in some way proclaim the righteousness of  God?



Averted?
•1 Peter 3:18–20 (NKJV) — 18 For Christ also suffered 
once for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring 
us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive 
by the Spirit, 19 by whom also He went and preached to 
the spirits in prison, 20 who formerly were disobedient, 
when once the Divine longsuffering waited in the days 
of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a 
few, that is, eight souls, were saved through water.

1. Obviously preaching to these disobedient people occurred. 
2. God’s longsuffering is associated with a desire for individuals to be saved (2 Peter 3:9, 2 Peter 3:9 (NKJV) — 9 

The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not 
willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.) 

3. What we know of  Jonah’s preaching to Nineveh, the bargaining of  Abraham with God for Sodom and 
Gomorrah, and of  God’s long-suffering in general would seem to indicate that this preaching was meant to stem 
the crisis. 

4. Why preach if  the people can’t change? If  the circumstances can’t be changed?



Why It Still Matters?
•Faith still has to be Persevering: 	

•Unusual to the world (1 Peter 4:4).	

•Convinced of the Unseen (2 Corinthians 
5:6-8).	


•Faith is still Preserving for the one who Fears 
and Follows (Hebrews 10:26-31).	


•Faith is still to be Proclaiming by nature: Preach.

1. 1 Peter 4:4 (NKJV) — 4 In regard to these, they think it strange that you do not run with them in the same 
flood of  dissipation, speaking evil of  you. 

2. 2 Corinthians 5:6–8 (NKJV) — 6 So we are always confident, knowing that while we are at home in the body we 
are absent from the Lord. 7 For we walk by faith, not by sight. 8 We are confident, yes, well pleased rather to be 
absent from the body and to be present with the Lord. 

3. Hebrews 10:26–31 (NKJV) — 26 For if  we sin willfully after we have received the knowledge of  the truth, there 
no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, 27 but a certain fearful expectation of  judgment, and fiery indignation 
which will devour the adversaries. 28 Anyone who has rejected Moses’ law dies without mercy on the testimony 
of  two or three witnesses. 29 Of  how much worse punishment, do you suppose, will he be thought worthy who 
has trampled the Son of  God underfoot, counted the blood of  the covenant by which he was sanctified a 
common thing, and insulted the Spirit of  grace? 30 For we know Him who said, “Vengeance is Mine, I will 
repay,” says the Lord. And again, “The Lord will judge His people.” 31 It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands 
of  the living God. 

4. Preach: Use the bulletin article as an illustration (Acts 8:1, 4; 1 Thess. 1:1, 8). 
1. 1 Thessalonians 1:1 (NKJV) — 1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of  the Thessalonians in 



Noah’s Faith
•Persevering: Unusual and Unseen.	

•Preserving: Fears and Follows.	

•Proclaiming: Preach.	

•Does your faith look like Noah’s?


