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God’s Great Plan Consummated 
Wayne Jackson 

Continued from last week... 
The Death of Christ 

No one who studies the Bible for long can be unaware of 
the fact that the entire sacred volume is centered in the death 
and resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth. 

But this question haunts us. Why did Christ have to die? 
Was there no other way in which God could deal with the 
human sin-problem? 

Obviously not! Surely Jehovah did not choose the death 
of His Son as a whimsical option! There are several important 
truths that must be considered here. 

First, the Bible forcefully affirms that our great Maker is 
an absolutely holy Being (cf. Isaiah 6:3; Revelation 4:8), and 
as such, He simply cannot ignore sin. The prophet Habakkuk 
expressed it like this: “Your eyes are too pure to look on evil; 
you cannot tolerate wrong” (1:13a). 

But in the second place, another of the Lord’s attributes 
is His absolute justice. Righteousness and justice are the very 
foundation of His throne (Psalm 89:14). 

In view of these facts, namely that God is both holy and 
just, the irresistable truth is this. Sin must be punished! 

Now if the Almighty were a cold, totally vengeful God as 
infidelity and religious modernism have frequently 
characterized Him, He could simply banish man from 
His divine presence forever and that would settle the 
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atoning death of Jesus—cf. Galatians 4:4, 5; Hebrews 9:15-17; 10:1ff. 
But it is important to note that “faith” in the biblical sense has never denoted a mere 

passive acceptance of certain facts. Rather it is a term of active obedience. 
Actually, faith consists of three elements: 

1. an acknowledgement of historical facts; 
2. a willingness to trust the Lord, and; 
3. a wholehearted submission to the divine will. 

One cannot but notice how "faith’ is demonstrated to be an action term in Hebrews 11. 
“Bv faith” Abel offered; Noah prepared; Abraham obeyed; etc. The inspired James made it 
wonderfully clear that faith, divorced from obedience, is dead (James 2:26). 

After the death, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus, by the instruction and power of the 
Holy Spirit, the apostles began to proclaim the “good news” [gospel] concerning Jesus of 
Nazareth. 

Read, for example, the stirring account of Acts, chapter 2. Many accepted the 
documented evidence of the resurrection of Christ, hence, believing in His deity, were 
instructed to repent of their sins (i.e. be sorry for them and turn away therefrom. They were 
commanded to demonstrate their confidence in the Lord’s resurrection by being baptized 
[the word means “immersed”] in water. The design of this ordinance was said to be “for [in 
order to obtain] the forgiveness of sins” (Acts 2:38). Thousands did just that and the 
Christian movement was launched into the ancient world. 
The Church 

The result of obedience to the Lord’s holy will was the establishment of His church-a 
divine organism He had promised to build (Matthew 16:18). The word “church” translates 
the Greek term, ekklesia, meaning “to call out.” The church was not some material building, 
but it was a “called out” body of people who had purposed to submit to the will of God in all 
matters. 

It was not the aim of Jehovah that the church be merely a first century arrangement; 
rather, it was to continue, in its same form, down through the ages unto the return of Jesus 
Christ. It was to pursue the same divine pattern in work and worship, following the New 
Testament as its only creed and guide for religious instruction. 

You will be thrilled to know that it exists today, If you are unacquainted with the 
churches of Christ, please seek out one of their local congregations and ask for more 
information. These Christians will be happy to study with you and to assist you with your 
spiritual needs. The churches of Christ salute you (Romans 16:16). 

From: https://www.christiancourier.com/articles/1562-gods-great-plan-consumated 
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matter. But the truth is, He is not that kind of God! Our Creator is loving (1 John 4:8) and 
He is “rich in mercy” (Ephesians 2:4). 

Here, then, is the problem. How does a loving, merciful God pardon wickedly 
rebellious man, and, at the same time, preserve His holy justice? The answer to that 
puzzle is: CHRIST! 

Paul addresses this very matter in Romans 3. How can God be just, and yet a justifier 
of sinful man? Jehovah is able to freely extend His grace [ favor] on the basis of the 
redemptive life and death of His Son, Jesus Christ (3:24ff). 

Here is how the divine plan was implemented. As an eternal, divine Being, the 
personal Word (Logos) took upon Himself the form of a man, He came to earth as a 
human being (John 1:1-4, 14; Philippians 2:5-11; 1 Timothy 3:16). He thus fully shared 
our nature and human experience. He was even tempted in all points just as we are, yet 
here was the difference—He never yielded to temptation, and so, never sinned (Hebrews 
4:15). 

But what has this to do with us? Simply this. Since Christ was a tested person (cf. 
Isaiah 28:16) and found perfect (2 Corinthians 5:21; 1 Peter 2:22), the Father allowed Him 
to stand in for us, ile, i.e. to take our place, to receive our punishment. 

Isaiah summarizes: 
“He was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our 
iniquities; the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his 
stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have 
turned everyone to his own way; and Jehovah hath laid on him the 
iniquity of us all” (53:5, 6). 

Christ thus became a substitutionary sacrifice, paying the price for human salvation. 
In the gift of Christ, Heaven’s mercy is extended. In the death of the Lord, divine justice 
is satisfied. In the resurrection of Jesus, God’s plan is historically documented! 
Salvation Appropriated 

There is one matter yet to be considered in this study. What is man’s role 
[responsibility] in the matter of salvation? 

Even though some religious leaders have so alleged, salvation is not unconditional. 
Man must, by the exercise of his will-power, reach out and accept the pardon that is 
offered by the Savior. 

Across the centuries Jehovah has repeatedly stressed the principle that man, if he 
would be justified, must live “by faith” (cf. Habakkuk 2:4; Romans 1:17; Galatians 3:11; 
Hebrews 10:38). Salvation for fallen man has been available through the centuries. It was 
conditioned upon God’s foreknowledge of what would transpire at the Cross—the 

Prayer Requests and Notes 
Please continue to remember: Al & Pat Mitchell, Bethann Archer, Gay Mathis, 
Sylvester Farmer, Aldrene DuVaul, Scott Hamilton, Jackie Davis, Hopkins family, 
Dean Williamson, Jonathan & Kimberly Pugh, Ben & Patricia Phillips/ 
Prayer Requests: Bethann Archer especially needs our prayers and encouragemnet 
as she goes through a difficult time.  Irene Hunter, Carmen Barnes’ mother, is in 
need of prayers as she is not doing well.  Be sure to keep Kevin & Carmen in your 
prayers as well as they go through this difficult time.  Alan Hicks is continuing his 
recovery. Aldrene DuVaul, Ericka’s mom, is in the hospital. Please keep Nadia 
Colquiett in your prayers. She is traveling in Europe for three weeks. Please keep the 
Hitchcock family in your prayers, for the death of Glenn’s brother, John Edward 
Hitchcock.  Arrangements are pending at this time.  Please keep Erika Hopkin’s 
grandmother in your prayers. She is having problems with her feet.  Please keep the 
Dows in your prayer. Ronald Dow’s uncle passed away. Duke Albama is requesting 
prayers as he deals with his schooling. Tom Kunig is in the hospital with double 
pneumonia.  Dottie and Tom’s contact info is posted in the foyer. 
Responded: Carmen Colquiett, Isaiah Hicks and Malachi Hicks responded and 
requested prayers. 
Baptized: Ian Higginbotham was baptized into Christ last Sunday morning!   
Traveling: Nadia Colquiett, Ronald Jones, Dow family and the Driver family. 
Help Needed: Cleaning and Mowing lists have been updated.  Volunteers are needed. 
Upcoming Events     

• June 16: Pew Packers at 4:45pm, followed by Q & A evening service. 
• June 17: Men’s Meeting at 7pm at the building. 
• June 22: Ian’s Graduation Party at the James’ at 2pm. Sign-up sheet is in foyer. 
• July 18-20: Our VBS! 

Daily Bible Reading 
   June   9 – Job 24-28     June 13 – Job 38-40  
  June 10 – Job 29-31    June 14 – Job 41-Ps 4  
  June 11 – Job 32-34      June 15 – Psalms   5-10 
  June 12 – Job 35-37    June 16 – Psalms 11-18 
 

“Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15). p. 2 p. 3 


