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YOU AREN'T HURTING ANYONE ELSE, YOU ARE 
HURTING EVERYONE ELSE 

You did it again, and you don't care. You made sure no one 
saw you drive up. You shut the door. You closed the curtains. 
You hit the delete button. You threw away the evidence. You 
made sure no one saw you leave. 
You did it again, and you don't care. You don't care, because 
you don't think it's hurting anyone else. It's your sin, and you 
keep it to yourself. 
Here's the cold hard truth: It's not hurting anyone else, it's 
hurting everyone else. 
That thing you saw? It's replaying in your mind while you talk 
to your friends, your boss, your teacher, your mother, your 
father, your brother, your sister, your wife, your husband, or 
your child. You are distracted, and it's starting to show. 
That thing you did, that no one else saw? It's coursing through 
your veins. It's ruling your mind. You aren't fully present, 
because you are still living with, and in that sin. 
You are paranoid. You are guilty. It's beginning to hurt, and 
it's catching up with you. At the same time, they notice. 
Finally, what you've done comes out. 
They are crying. They are hurt. They are discouraged. They 
may even be tempted. 
Then you realize something: That sin you thought only 
involved you, and didn't hurt anyone else, well, it just hurt 
everyone else. 
Who Do You Live For? 
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Ben Phillips 
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Our Service Times 
Sunday: 

Bible Study 9:30 a.m.  
AM Worship 10:30 a.m. 
PM Worship 5:00 p.m. 

Wednesday: 
Bible Study 7:00 p.m. 
 

Records 
April 21 

Bible Class   70 
AM Worship  98 
PM Worship      70 
Contribution       $2352  

 

April 24 
Bible Class   -- 
 

Missions Supported 
World Video Bible School 
Ryan & Kelly O’Rourke in 

Galway, Ireland 
Ray & Sally Leonard in Cape 

Town, South Africa 
Hasbrouck Mission-Sapporo, 

Japan 
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The Titanic’s Deck Chairs 
Barry Newton 

Within the early hours of April 15, 1912, the Titanic slid below the icy waves of the North 
Atlantic. Two hours and forty minutes earlier a deadly iceberg had sliced along the hull. 
Let’s wind the clock back on that fateful night to about 9 p.m. 
As the ship’s clocks tolled nine and lights flickered throughout the ship, all was well aboard 
the Titanic. It was just another wonderful luxurious evening at sea. Churning through the 
water, the deadly encounter still lay nearly three hours ahead. 
It is not difficult to imagine as the night grew stronger, a crewman realigning the deck chairs 
in straight rows for the coming day. How meaningful was this work? Apparently, meaningful 
in every way. Straight rows not only would provide an aesthetic appeal for the following 
day, they also contributed towards his paycheck. Good honest work! 
And yet, in less than three hours, as rivets popped, metal tore and water gushed, whatever 
meaning seemed to have existed immediately began to evaporate. For how much 
significance can there be in how the chairs look on a sinking ship? 
Ecclesiastes points to this ultimate destroyer of purpose and significance — our own 
personal Titanic end. 
“Everyone shares the same fate – the righteous and the wicked, the good and the bad, … 
This is the unfortunate fact about everything that happens on earth: the same fate awaits 
everyone” (Proverbs 9:2,3). 
When nothing is gained in spite of the effort, if the result will be the same regardless, then 
everything is as futile as trying to grasp the wind. 
As for those of us attempting to find solace in creating a better tomorrow, if this world is all 
that exists then humanity along with our planet is hurtling toward the heat death of absolute 
zero. Whether we take care of our planet or help humanity is completely meaningless. A 
frozen lifeless planet wandering through space denounces all prior activity vain. 
Praise be to God who has penetrated death’s cruel barrier! Because of Christ’s resurrection, 
our activity is not merely rearranging chairs on a sinking ship. What we do now can make a 
difference for eternity. God enables meaning to flood into our lives. 
If it were not for God raising his Son and through him offering life to us, our lives would be 
a bleak existence. 

From: http://forthright.net/2013/04/24/titanic/ 
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We like to think of ourselves as islands. You probably like to think that there are sinful 
things you can do that won't have any bearing on me. While it's true that your actions 
themselves may not directly hurt me, the effect that sin has on your mind can. You can, 
and will likely cause indirect harm. 
If you are walking around with a sin problem, you are walking around with a heart 
problem. Since the rest of your life (i.e., your words and actions) ultimately comes out of 
your heart (see Proverbs 4:23), that sin is going to affect something external. 
What's in your mind will manifest itself somehow in your words and actions somewhere 
down the line. 
I may not know exactly how. You may not know exactly how either. But it will have an 
effect, and it could be disastrous for you and for me, even if I don't know that you sinned. 
But what if I do? 
At the very least, your sin can be discouraging to me. How much discouragement do you 
think I can take from you? For that matter, how much discouragement can your friends, 
family, and church family take from you? Worse, it can tempt me, too. It can tempt me to 
join in, or tempt me to commit my own "secret" sin. 
It all comes down to who you are living for. When you are indulging in that secret, 
"harmless" sin, you are living for yourself. But I don't want you living just for you, and I 
don't want you living for me. I want you to live for Christ. If you do, it will help both of 
us. 
Living for the Lord is what Paul wrote about in Romans 14:7-9: 

For none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself. For if we live, we 
live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we live or 
whether we die, we are the Lord's. For to this end Christ died and lived again, that 
he might be Lord both of the dead and of the living. (Romans 14:7-9 ESV) 

Whether it's drugs, alcohol, adultery, pornography, online gambling, cheating, lying, or 
some other sin that doesn't seem to hurt someone else, remember this: It's going to have 
an effect somewhere in your life. Others will see, or maybe even experience that effect. 
Then, at that point, it will begin to affect them. 
So protect your heart. Repent of sin. Stop hurting yourself with sin, and likewise, you'll 
stop hurting everyone else with that sin. Don't live for you, live for the Lord. 
-Daniel 

For God will bring every deed into judgment, with every secret thing, whether 
good or evil. (Ecclesiastes 12:14 ESV) 

From: http://mdanielhowell.com/daniel-howell/you-arent-hurting-anyone-else-you-are-
hurting-everyone-else#.UXyhtJV0Nbw 

 

Prayer Requests and Notes 
Please continue to remember: Al & Pat Mitchell, Bethann Archer, Gay Mathis, Sylvester 
Farmer, Aldrene DuVaul, Scott Hamilton, Hopkins family. 
Prayer Requests: Please keep the Pugh family in your prayers.  Al Mitchell is awaiting 
results of a test to determine what the spot on his pancrease is. Jackie Davis, Kim Pugh’s 
mother, please keep her in your prayers.  Deana Williamson is having heart 
complications and difficulty breathing. Irene Hunter, Carmen Barnes mother, had a 
stroke. Jennifer and her baby, daughter and grandchild of the Harveys, as Jennifer is on 
bed rest following some complications early in her pregnancy. Bethann Archer 
especially needs our prayers and encouragemnet as she goes through a difficult time.  
Please keep Grace Thomas in your prayers.  Greg Braxton’s back is bothering him. 
Please keep him in your prayers.  Tim & Susan Hawkins as Tim faces being without a 
job for 100 days as of May 11 due to the budget problems and contract issues. 
Baptized: Gloria Higginbotham was baptized into Christ last Sunday. 
Help Needed: Cleaning and Mowing lists have been updated.  Volunteers are needed. 
 
Upcoming Events     

• Today: Potluck after morning services. 
• Today: Early PM Services at 2pm following the potluck. 
• May 4: Colonial Harbor Youth Service from 11am-1pm.  Please see Rickey Rodgers for 
details. 

• May 5: Pew Packers at 4:45pm. 
• May 5-8 Chesapeake Church of Christ Gospel Meeting.  Flyer is posted. 
• May 18: Peninsula Ladies’ Day. 
• May 19: Pew Packers at 4:45. 

Daily Bible Reading 
   April 28 – 2 Kings 13-15    May 2 – 2 Kings 22-24 
  April 29 – 2 Kings 16-18   May 3 – 2 Kng- 1 Chr. 1 
  April 30 – 2 Kings 19-21     May 4 – 1 Chr. 4-5 
  May    1 – 2 Kings 22-24   May 5 – 1 Chr. 6 
 

“Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15). p. 2 p. 3 


