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Troubles? Who Cares? 
Neil Richey 

Job said, “Man that is born of a woman is of few days and 
full of trouble” (Job 14:1). And for some folks, it’s their 
“trouble” that seems to be all they want to talk about. 
Now, PLEASE, don't misunderstand. I really want to know 
how people are doing. Yet, with some folks it's always the 
"trouble" that folks like to tell rather than the "good stuff." 
Trust me, there is "good stuff" in your life in the midst of 
trouble.  
As Jerry Clower used to say, "If I'm lyin', I'm dyin'." So, 
I'm not pulling your leg when I say that despite your 
difficulties, you are blessed. You see, the Psalmist said, 
"Blessed be the Lord, who daily loadeth us with benefits, 
even the God of our salvation" (Psa. 68:19). 
I recently read this statement made by Tommy Lasorda, 
former MLB Coach, "I found that it's not good to talk about 
my troubles. Eighty percent of the people who hear them 
don't care, and the other twenty percent are glad you're 
having trouble." 
While Lasorda's figures are off, and there are those of us 
who do care--and God certainly does, it would be good to 
share the positives and not always the negatives. 
Something to think about today. 
You go out and make today a great day! 
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follow Him in the battle against unrighteousness. Paul described this battle in these 
words. “For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh. For 
the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down 
strongholds, casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against 
the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of 
Christ, and being ready to punish all disobedience when your obedience is fulfilled” 
(2 Cor. 10:3-6). 
We have weapons! Our leaders have equipped us with weapons to be used as long as 
we live in the flesh. Paul said, “We do war according to the flesh.” The tactics and 
weapons used by others in the flesh are not the ones we have to use. 
We have weapons, but they are not carnal. Many in the first century thought that 
the King of kings came to establish an earthly kingdom where He would sit and rule 
on a throne like other kings. (Some today make the same mistake about the nature of 
His kingdom.) When Pilate, who thought Jesus’ purpose was to be an earthly king, 
asked Jesus, “Are You the king of Jews?” Jesus forever settled this matter when He 
replied, “My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this world My 
servants would fight, so that I should not be delivered to the Jews” (John 18:33, 
36).  We are at war; we are armed with weapons; our weapons are not the same 
weapons used by regular armies. 
We have weapons designed to destroy everything which exalts itself against God. 
Note that Paul said they are mighty (in the Greek, the word is the same word for 
dynamite). They are designed to pull down (the Greek indicated the tearing down of 
walls of a castle where the enemy felt he was secure). They are designed to pull down 
strong holds and every high thing (even castles where men in their pompous 
reasoning have taken fortification). Ephesians 6:10-20 shows His word is the basis of 
all our weapons! 
We have enemies and we know his name. Paul said the enemies we must defeat are 
the arguments that seek preeminence above Christ and holiness. Our enemy is seeking 
to condone abortion, homosexuality, pre-marital sex and fornication. We know the 
enemy who seemingly is winning the battle for the minds of those around us. 
We have to take up our weapons now! We know the issues before us. We no longer 
can keep silent! To fail to speak boldly about these matters is to surrender to hell! 

From: http://churchofchristarticles.com/blog/administrator/battle/ 
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The Rest of the Story 
Steve Higginbotham 

Do you know who Joseph, called Barsabbas was?  No?  Doesn’t ring a bell?  Well 
then, let me ask you another question.  Do you know who Matthias was?  Ah, that 
you know.  He was the man selected to replace Judas as an apostle.  The other man 
who was not selected was Joseph, called Barsabbas. 
Joseph, called Barsabbas was a man who was a disciple of Jesus.  He was a disciple 
of Jesus from the time of Jesus’ baptism till the day of his ascension.  He therefore 
was with Jesus through thick and thin.  Then Judas kills himself, and a vacancy for 
apostleship becomes open.  His name is mentioned as a candidate.  Can you 
imagine his excitement?  The honor?  The opportunity.? The plans that must have 
run through his head?  Then just like that, he is rejected and Matthias is 
selected.  His dreams were dashed, his plans were trashed. 
So now what?  Does he pout?  Does he become critical of the very ones he wanted 
to become a part of, especially Matthias?  Does he become disillusioned and stop 
living for Jesus?  I wish I could answer those questions for you, however Scripture 
is silent about Joseph, called Barsabbas after this event.  I want to believe that he 
took this disappointment in stride and continued to serve Jesus as a faithful 
disciple, who was at one time honored to even be considered as a possible 
apostle.  Someday, maybe we’ll get to know “the rest of the story” with respect to 
Joseph, called Barsabbas. 
But now, what about you.  What’s the “rest of the story” you’re writing with your 
own life?  Ever been disappointed?  Ever been overlooked?  Ever been hurt and 
rejected?  Of course you have; we all have.  But how do you plan to deal with 
it?  Quit?  Withdrawal?  Vilify those who hurt you?  Or will you continue to be a 
faithful disciple of Jesus?  How will the “rest of the story” be written with respect 
to your life?  Give it some thought. 

From: http://preachinghelp.org 
 

The Battle for Men’s Minds is Raging 
Dan Jenkins 

We are at war! Being a follower of Christ means we have enlisted into the army of 
the true Commander-in-Chief of the universe and now are committed to 

Prayer Requests and Notes 
Please continue to remember: Al & Pat Mitchell, Bethann Archer, Gay Mathis, 
Sylvester Farmer, Aldrene DuVaul, Scott Hamilton, Jackie Davis, Hopkins family. 
Prayer Requests: Please keep the Pugh family in your prayers. Please keep Kim 
Pugh in your prayers.  Her best friend passed away. Al Mitchell is awaiting results of 
a test to determine what the spot on his pancrease is. Dean Williamson is having heart 
complications and difficulty breathing. Bethann Archer especially needs our prayers 
and encouragemnet as she goes through a difficult time.  Please keep Grace Thomas 
in your prayers. Magnolia, Al Mitchell’s sister, may have had a stroke. Jennifer 
Rawlings, the Harvey’s daughter, has lost her baby.  Please pray for Jennifer, her 
husband, and the Harveys.   Crys Harvey had joint replacement surgery in her thumb.  
Everything was fine.  Irene Hunter, Carmen Barnes’ mother, is in need of prayers as 
she is not doing well.  Be sure to keep Kevin & Carmen in your prayers as well as 
they go through this difficult time.  Alan Hicks is home from the hospital but still has 
several weeks of recovery ahead. Please keep Bud Miller and Tonya Blont in your 
prayers. They both have cancer. 
Help Needed: Cleaning and Mowing lists have been updated.  Volunteers are needed. 
House to Hosue Update: House to House has started going out into the community!  
Thank you for your support of this good work! 
Thank you to all the ladies who were part of making Ladies Day a success. Those in 
attendance were appreciative and everyone seemed uplifted by the day. Thank you for 
all of your hard work! ~The Ladies Day Committee 
Upcoming Events     

• Today: Pew Packers at 4:45 followed by Q & A Evening Services. 
• May 25: Flyer Drop at 9:30am at the building. 
• May 26: New Converts Class Introduction for the men teaching at 3:30pm. 
• June 2 Pew Packers at 4:45pm, followed by Q & A, and Men’s spiritual meeting. 

Daily Bible Reading 
   May 19 – 2 Chr. 21-24    May 23 – 2 Chr. 35-Erza 1 
  May 20 – 2 Chr. 25-28   May 24 – Ezra 2-3 
  May 21 – 2 Chr. 29-31     May 25 – Ezra 4-7 
  May 22 – 2 Chr. 32-34   May 26 – Ezra 8-10 
 

“Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15). p. 2 p. 3 


