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Legends of the Flood 

Eric Lyons, M. Min. & Kyle Butt, M.A. 

Anthropologists who study legends and folktales from 
different geographical locations and cultures consistently 
have reported one particular group of legends that is 
common to practically every civilization. Legends have  
surfaced in hundreds of cultures throughout the world 
that tell of a huge, catastrophic flood that destroyed most 
of mankind, and that was survived by only a few 
individuals and animals. Although most historians who 
have studied this matter estimate that these legends 
number into the 200s, according to evolutionary geologist 
Robert Schoch, “Noah is but one tale in a worldwide 
collection of at least 500 flood myths, which are the most 
widespread of all ancient myths and therefore can be 
considered among the oldest” (2003, p. 249, emp. added). 
Schoch went on to observe: 

Narratives of a massive inundation are found all 
over the world.... Stories of a great deluge are 
found on every inhabited continent and among a 
great many different language and culture groups 
(pp. 103,249). 

Over a century ago, the famous Canadian geologist, Sir 
William Dawson, wrote about how the record of the 
Flood  
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an olive leaf, “Tezpi released a vulture, which stayed away, gorging on cadavers. 
Then he let a hummingbird go, and it returned to him bearing a twig” (Schoch, p. 
104). 

ANCIENT GREEK MYTHOLOGY 

According to the Greek legend of the deluge, humans became very wicked. Zeus, the 
leader of the many gods in Greek mythology, wanted to destroy  humans by a flood, 
and then raise up another group. However, before he could do this, a man by the name 
of Deucalion, and his wife Pyrrha, were warned of the impending disaster. This 
fortunate couple was placed in a large wooden chest by one of the immortals named 
Prometheus. For nine days and nights, the floodwaters covered almost all of the Earth. 
Only a few mountain peaks remained. The wooden chest came to rest on the peak of 
Mount Parnassus. Later, after leaving the wooden chest, Deucalion sacrificed to Zeus. 

CHINESE AND ASIAN LEGENDS 
In the land of China, there are many legends about a great flood. One of those comes 
from a group of people known as the Nosu. According to their legend, God sent a 
personal messenger to Earth to warn three sons that a flood was coming. Only the 
youngest son, Dum, heeded the messenger. He constructed a wooden boat to prepare 
for the coming flood. When the waters arrived, Dum entered his boat, and was saved. 
After the waters began to recede, the boat landed on the mountains of Tibet, where 
Dum had three sons who repopulated the Earth. Interestingly, even the Chinese 
character for “boat” possibly reveals the story of Noah and the other seven people on 
the ark. The three elements used to symbolize a boat are: 

 
The Iban people of Sarawak tell of a hero named Trow, who floated around in an ark 
with his wife and numerous domestic animals (Schoch, p. 252). Natives from India 
tell a story about a man named Manu who built an ark after being warned of a flood. 
Later, the waters receded, and he landed on a mountain (Schoch, p. 250). 

To Be Continued Next Week… 
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is preserved in some of the oldest historical documents of several distinct 
races of men, and is indirectly corroborated by the whole tenor of the early 
history of most of the civilized races (1895, pp. 4ff.). 

Legends have been reported from nations such as China, Babylon, Mexico, Egypt, 
Sudan, Syria, Persia, India, Norway, Wales, Ireland, Indonesia, Romania, etc.—
composing a list that could go on for many pages (see Perloff, 1999, p. 167). 
Although the vast number of such legends is surprising, the similarity between 
much of their content is equally amazing. James Perloff noted: 

In 95 percent of the more than two hundred flood legends, the flood was 
worldwide; in 88 percent, a certain family was favored; in 70 percent, 
survival was by means of a boat; in 67 percent, animals were also saved; in 
66 percent, the flood was due to the wickedness of man; in 66 percent, the 
survivors had been forewarned; in 57 percent, they ended up on a 
mountain; in 35 percent, birds were sent out from the boat; and in 9 
percent, exactly eight people were spared (p. 168). 

AMERICAN INDIAN LEGENDS 

The Aztecs tell of a worldwide global flood in a story with striking parallels to the 
biblical deluge. “Only two people, the hero Coxcox and his wife, survived the flood 
by floating in a boat that came to rest on a mountain” (Schoch, p. 103). Then, soon 
after the flood, giants constructed a great pyramid in an endeavor to reach the 
clouds. Such ambition is said to have angered the gods, who scattered the giants 
with fire sent from the heavens (cf. Genesis 11:1-9). 

In the ancient land we now refer to as Mexico, one tribe of Indians, known as the 
Toltecs, told of a great flood. In their legend, a deluge destroyed the “first world” 
1,716 years after it was created. Only a few people escaped this worldwide flood, 
and did so in a “toptlipetlocali” (a word that means “closed chest”). After these few 
people exited the closed chest, they wandered about the Earth, and found a place 
where they built a “zacuali” (a high tower) in case another flood came upon the 
Earth. At the time of the “zacuali,” the Toltecs’ languages were confused and they 
separated to different parts of the Earth. 

Another ancient tribe of Mexico told the story of a man named Tezpi who escaped 
the deluge in a boat that was filled with animals. Similar to Noah, who sent out a 
raven (a scavenger bird) that never returned, and a dove that came back with 

Prayer Requests and Notes 
Please continue to remember: Al & Pat Mitchell, Bethann Archer, Gay Mathis, 
Sylvester Farmer, Aldrene DuVaul, Scott Hamilton, Jackie Davis, Hopkins family, 
Dean Williamson, Jonathan & Kimberly Pugh, Ben & Patricia Phillips 
Prayer Requests: Bethann Archer especially needs our prayers and encouragement 
as she goes through a difficult time.  Irene Hunter, Carmen Barnes’ mother, is in 
need of prayers as she is not doing well.  Be sure to keep Kevin & Carmen in your 
prayers as well as they go through this difficult time.  Alan Hicks is continuing his 
recovery. Aldrene DuVaul, Ericka’s mom, is in the hospital.  Please keep Erika 
Hopkin’s grandmother in your prayers.  Please keep Dottie Kunig in your prayers at 
the passing of Tom. Please keep Hazel Ehnes in your prayers. Bob Stodderd, co-
worker of John James, is having some tests run.  Please keep him in your prayers. 
Traveling: Hazel Ehnes, Driver family and Trotter boys. 
Help Needed: Cleaning and Mowing lists have been updated.  Volunteers are needed. 
Congratulations to Ian Higginbotham, class of 2013! 
Upcoming Events     

• June 29: Congregational picnic at Sandy Bottom from 10am-1:30pm. A sign-up 
sheet is posted with information and items needed. 

• July 7: Rooted and Grounded (Bible Fundamentals) Class begins Sunday 
morning. 

• July 7: Pew Packer at 4:45pm. 
• July 18-20: Our VBS! 
• July 21: Pew Packer at 4:45pm. 
• July 27: Cold Harbor Youth Day. 

Daily Bible Reading 
   June 23 – Psalms 49-54   June 27 – Psalms 71-74 
  June 24 – Psalms 55-60   June 28 – Psalms 75-78  
  June 25 – Psalms 61-67   June 29 – Psalms 79-84 
  June 26 – Psalms 68-70   June 30 – Psalms 85-89 
 

“Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15). p. 2 p. 3 


