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Legends of the Flood 
Eric Lyons, M. Min. & Kyle Butt, M.A. 

Continued from last week... 
ANCIENT BABYLONIAN MYTHOLOGY 

Possibly the most famous flood account (aside from the 
biblical record of Noah and the Flood) comes from the 
ancient Babylonian empire. The Gilgamesh Epic, written on 
twelve clay tablets that date back to the seventh century 
B.C., tells of a hero named Gilgamesh. In his search for 
eternal life, Gilgamesh sought out Utnapishtim, a person 
who was granted eternal life because he saved a boatload of 
animals and humans during a great flood. On the eleventh 
tablet of this epic, a flood account is recorded that parallels 
the Genesis account in many areas. According to the story, 
the gods instructed Utnapishtim to build a boat because a 
terrible flood was coming. Utnapishtim built the boat, 
covered it with pitch, and put animals of all kinds on it, as 
well as certain provisions. After Utnapishtim entered the 
boat with his family, it rained for six days and nights. When 
the flood ended, the boat rested on Mount Niser. After 
seven days, Utnapishtim sent out a dove to see if the waters 
had receded. The dove came back, so he sent a swallow, 
which also returned. Finally, he sent out a raven—which 
never returned. Utnapishtim and his family finally exited 
the boat and sacrificed to their gods (see Roth, 1988, pp. 
303-304). 
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myth without a meaning; ...there is not one of these stories, no matter how silly or absurd, 
which was not founded on fact” (1883). 
Among the noted scholars of days gone by who have studied these matters in detail are 
such men as James G. Frazer (Folklore in the Old Testament) and William Wundt 
(Elements of Folk Psychology). Wundt, who did his utmost to find some kind of 
reasonable case for independent origins of the various flood sagas (and who had no great 
love for the biblical evidence), was forced to admit: 

Of the combination of all these elements into a whole (the destruction of the earth 
by water, the rescue of a single man and seed of animals by means of a boat, etc.), 
however, we may say without hesitation, it could not have arisen twice 
independently (1916, p. 392, parenthetical comment in orig.). 

Or, as Dawson concluded more than a century ago: 
[W]e know now that the Deluge of Noah is not mere myth or fancy of primitive 
man or solely a doctrine of the Hebrew Scriptures. ...[N]o historical event, ancient 
or modern, can be more firmly established as matter of fact than this (1895, pp. 
4ff.). 
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What is the significance of the various flood legends? The answer seems obvious: (a) 
we have well over 200 flood legends that tell of a great flood (and possibly more than 
500—Schoch, p. 249); (b) many of the legends come from different ages and 
civilizations that could not possibly have copied any of the similar legends; (c) the 
legends were recorded long before any missionaries arrived to relate to them the 
Genesis account of Noah; and (d) almost all civilizations have some sort of flood 
legend. The conclusion to be drawn from such facts is that in the distant past, there 
was a colossal flood that forever affected the history of all civilizations. 
Those living soon after the Flood did not have the book of Genesis to read to their 
descendants. (Genesis was not written until several hundred years after the Flood.) The 
account of the Flood was passed from one generation to the next. Many parents and 
grandparents told their children and grandchildren about the huge ark, the wonderful 
animals, and the devastating Flood, long before the Genesis record ever existed. Over 
the years, the details of the story were altered, but many of the actual details remained 
the same. Alfred Rehwinkel wrote: 

Traditions similar to this record are found among nearly all the nations and 
tribes of the human race. And this is as one would expect it to be. If that awful 
world catastrophe, as described in the Bible, actually happened, the existence of 
the Flood traditions among the widely separated and primitive people is just 
what is to be expected. It is only natural that the memory of such an event was 
rehearsed in the ears of the children of the survivors again and again, and 
possibly made the basis of some religious observances (1951, pp. 127-128). 

Harold W. Clark, in his volume, Fossils, Flood and Fire, commented: 
Preserved in the myths and legends of almost every people on the face of the 
globe is the memory of the great catastrophe. While myths may not have any 
scientific value, yet they are significant in indicating the fact that an impression 
was left in the minds of the races of mankind that could not be erased (1968, p. 
45). 

After the “trappings” are stripped away from the kernel of truth in the various stories, 
there is almost complete agreement among practically all flood accounts: (a) a 
universal destruction by water of the human race and all other living things occurred; 
(b) an ark, or boat, was provided as the means of escape for some; and (c) a seed of 
mankind was provided to perpetuate humanity. As Furman Kearley once observed: 
“These traditions agree in too many vital points not to have originated from the same 
factual event” (1979, p. 11). In volume three of his multi-volume set, The Native 
Races of the Pacific Slope—Mythology, H.H. Bancroft wrote: “There never was a 
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Prayer Requests: Bethann Archer especially needs our prayers and encouragement 
as she goes through a difficult time.  Irene Hunter, Carmen Barnes’ mother, is in 
need of prayers as she is not doing well.  Be sure to keep Kevin & Carmen in your 
prayers as well as they go through this difficult time.  Alan Hicks is continuing his 
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the passing of Tom. Please keep Hazel Ehnes in your prayers. Bob Stodderd, co-
worker of John James, is having some tests run.  Please keep him in your prayers. 
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Upcoming Events     

• July 1: Men’s Meeting 7pm at the building.  
• July 7: Rooted and Grounded (Bible Fundamentals) Class begins. 
• July 7: Pew Packer at 4:45pm. 
• July 14: Pot Luck following AM services. PM services at 2pm. 
• July 18-20: Our VBS! 
• July 21: Pew Packer at 4:45pm. 
• July 26: Ladies’ Bible Class at 7pm at Ann Moss’ home. Ch. 6 will be studied. 
• July 27: Cold Harbor Youth Day. 

Daily Bible Reading 
   June 30 – Psalms  85-89   July 4 – Psalms 106-107 
  July   1 – Psalms   90-95   July 5 – Psalms 108-113  
  July   2 – Psalms   96-102   July 6 – Psalms 114-118 
  July   3 – Psalms 103-105   July 7 – Psalms 119:1-85 
 

“Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15). p. 2 p. 3 


