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The Power of Speech, for Good or Evil 
Wayne Jackson 

On the first day of Earth’s initial week, at some point 
following a primary creation, the inspired Genesis record 
declares: "And God said. . . " (Gen. 1:3). This expression is 
found no fewer than ten times in Genesis 1. The reader is 
thus introduced to the power of speech. 
Later the psalmist would write: “He spoke, and it was done; 
he commanded, and it stood fast” (Psa. 33:9). A New 
Testament writer adds his comment: "By faith we 
understand that the worlds have been framed by the word of 
God. . . " (Heb. 11:3). 
On the sixth day of that glorious primal week, the first 
human beings were brought forth. Initially, there was 
Adam, formed directly from the dust of the ground (2:7). 
Presently, the Lord spoke to the man: "And Jehovah God 
commanded the man saying. . . " (Gen. 2:16); the obvious 
implication is that Adam could understand the 
communication without any previous formal education in 
language. 
On the same day, Eve was fashioned out of man’s side 
(Gen. 2:21-22). Then, Moses records these words: "And the 
man said. . . " (2:23). Following, are the first recorded 
words of a human being. God has spoken; and mankind, 
made in the very image of the divine Being, likewise has 
the ability to speak. Of the millions of biological creatures 
that adorn this planet, only humans have the ability 
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ways. By words we have the power to edify (build up), to exhort, and to console our 
brothers in Christ (1 Cor. 14:3). Through speech we may lovingly reprove, rebuke, and 
exhort, with longsuffering and teaching (2 Tim. 4:2). We may offer words of comfort in 
troubling times (1 Thes. 4:18). Indeed, a word fitly spoken [at the appropriate time] is 
like apples of gold in a network of silver (Prov. 25:11). 
What a challenge it is to use our power of speech in a fashion that is helpful to others and 
glorifying to God.  
The Perversion of the Power of Speech 
There is a dark side — very dark — to the power of speech. Not infrequently this 
marvelous gift is so wantonly abused. We would be remiss in our responsibility if we did 
not, in some measure, throw the floodlight of Scripture upon some of our weaknesses in 
this area. 
First, perhaps the greatest violation of speech imaginable is when man employs his 
tongue to deny the very One who made him. The fool says: “There is no God” (Psa. 14:1; 
53:1). In a vivid passage that spotlights skepticism, a prophet of God chastised a cold-
hearted people. “You turn things upside down: Shall the potter be esteemed as clay; that 
the thing made should say of him that made it, ‘He made me not’; or the thing formed say 
of him that formed it, ‘He has no understanding?’” (Isa. 29:16). What vileness of tongue! 
Second, as indicated earlier, God, by means of an inspired revelation (compiled 
ultimately in that volume of literature called the Bible), has spoken to man with a 
message designed to lead him to heaven. Men must know that truth in order to be set free 
from the consequences of sin (Jn. 8:32). It is a wickedness of indescribable proportion to 
alter the character of that divine message so as to lead men falsely, thus depriving them 
of the hope of life eternal. 
Jesus warned: “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but 
inwardly are ravening wolves” (Mt. 7:15). Paul spoke of those who “pervert” the gospel 
by attempting to change the character thereof, mingling it with other systems (e.g., 
Judaism – Gal. 1:6-8). 
Again, there are those who handle the word of God “deceitfully” (doloo – to falsify, 
adulterate) (2 Cor. 4:2), rather than handling it “aright” (in an orthodox fashion – 2 Tim. 
2:15). To “wrest” the Scriptures is to “twist” or “torture” them, and such can only bring 
“destruction” to the perpetrator (2 Pet. 3:16). Who has not been exposed to a torturous 
treatment of Scripture? 

To Be Continued… 
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to communicate through verbalized speech. Clearly, “speech” is a very special gift 
from the Creator. 
The Fountain of Sweet and Bitter 
In that small document that bears his name, James, the Lord’s half-brother, has a brief 
dissertation on the power of human speech (3:1-12). Under the figure of the “tongue,” 
he discusses what a powerful force speech is. No man has the ability to control his 
words entirely. The tongue is a force either for blessing or cursing. It is a life-long 
challenge to magnify the former, and attempt to eliminate the latter. In this study, we 
will briefly address some of the ways the gift of speech can either bless or curse. 
A Proper Use of the Gift of Speech 
As one considers the “gift of speech,” he might initially contemplate the proper use of 
this endowment. 
First, the foremost use of one’s speaking ability ought to be the praise of his Creator. 
The Hebrew title of the book of Psalms is rehillim (“praises”). In the earliest times of 
biblical revelation, inspired writers praised God for his magnificent acts of creation, 
his benevolent operations of providence, and for the gracious provisions of 
redemption. He is “worthy to be praised” (Psa. 18:3), and the words of our mouths, 
coupled with the mediations of our hearts, ought to be aimed at being acceptable unto 
him (Psa. 19:14). 
Jesus, in the model prayer, framed the address to God in this fashion: “Our Father in 
the heavens, Hallowed be your name” (Mt. 6:9). The expression “hallowed” suggests 
the idea of holding in reverence, treating as holy (cf. Isa. 8:13; 29:23; Ezek. 36:23; 1 
Pet. 3:15). The phrase reflects a form of praise. Each new day should begin with an 
anthem of adoration to our wonderful Maker. 
Second, the ancient Greeks prided themselves on their wisdom. But Paul, in a letter to 
the saints at Corinth (in Greece), argued that true wisdom is that which derives from 
God. Furthermore, the apostle declared that sacred wisdom was made known by 
means of the spoken word, as conveyed through the apostles and others who possessed 
the means of divine revelation. This matter is discussed quite comprehensively in 1 
Corinthians 2. Note the repeated emphasis on “words” and “speech” in this segment of 
the letter. 
Surely, then, out of this background the Christian does not have to be convinced that 
one of his prime duties is to employ his gift of speech to speak forth words of truth so 
that his contemporaries may know of Heaven’s saving plan. The Great Commission is 
about preaching and teaching (Mt. 28:19-20; Mk. 16:15-16). 
Third, there is also power in speech to bless our fellows in a great variety of 
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“Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15). p. 2 p. 3 


